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little animals have built up great barriers
that rise above the surface of the water.
The reef as built by the coral polyp, how-
ever, does not approach within five or six
feet of the surface, as the animals cannot
live above that level. The upper portions
of the reef are built up from broken pieces
of coral or other rock lodged upon the
original reef by the action of the waves.
These finally reach the surface; soil is
formed by the powdering of the coral; in
this earth seeds lodge and plants spring up.
Reefs thus built around the coast of sub-
merged volcanoes take a circular form and
enclose a lagoon of quiet water (see atoll).
The study of the various rock formations of
the earth shows that the coral polyps have
been working for many ages.
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COHBEL
COE'BEL, in architecture, a piece of stone,
wood or iron projecting from the vertical
face of -a wall, to
support some part
of the building.
Corbels are o£ a
great variety of
forms and are orna-
mented in many
ways. They were
used especially in
Gothic architecture,
and appear in the
decorative schemes
of modern Gothic
buildings in all great cities. See console.
COR'COBAN AET GALLERY, a famous
collection of works of art in Washington, D.
C., founded and endowed with a fund of
$900,000 by William W. Corcoran (see be-
low). There are many remarkable sculp-
tures, paintings and ceramics in the collec-
tion, which is housed in a beautiful building
near the White House. Among the works
of great merit are Powers* Greek Slave and
Yelas7 Dying Napoleon. A free school of
art is connected with the institution.
William Wilson Corcoran (1798-1888),
founder of the collection, was born in George-
town, now a part of Washington, D. C. In
1828 he had charge of the real estate held by
the United States Bank in the District of
Columbia, and continued as their agent until
1836. In 1837 he began his career as banker
and broker in Washington, and during the
Mexican War, by his connection with the
placing of government loans, he acquired an
immense fortune, In 1854 he retired from
 the banking business and gave much of his
time to philanthropy.
C 0 E B A Y d'ABMOOT, Icor da" dahr
mahX', marie anne charlotte (1768-
1793), commonly called Charlotte Corday,
a famous figure of the Frencli E evolution.
She was born in Normandy. Her lover, an
officer in the garrison of Caen, was accused
by Marat as a conspirator against the Kepub-
lic and was assassinated by villains hired for
that purpose. This, as well as a deep-rooted
hatred against all oppressors, determined
Charlotte Corday to free her country from
Marat. Having obtained an interview with
Marat at his own Louse, she plunged her
dagger into his bosom and gave herself up
to the attendants who rushed in at his cries.
After her trial and conviction she suffered
death by beheading. See marat, jean paul.
CORDILLERA, "kawrdil'itdlirali, or Jcawr
dil'er ah, or CORDILLERAS, a term applied
to the mountain system which extends along
the western coast of Xorth and South
America from Alaska to the southern point
of South America. It includes the Rocky
Mountains, the Sierra Nevadas and other
ranges in the United States, several ranges
in Mexico, Canada and Alaska, and the Andes
in South America. The term is sometimes
used in a more general way to denote any
extensive mountain system. The name is
from the Spanish for cord or string. See
rocky mountains ; andes ; sierra nevadas.
COR1)ITE, a powerful smokeless gun-
powder, so named because it is manufactured
in the form of a cord. It is made up of
about eighty parts of nitrocellulose, fifteen
of nitroglycerine and five of vaseline.
Cordite burns slowly when lighted, but
explodes when it strikes its mark, due to
pressure. It is used in small arms and in
cannon.
GOB.'DOBA, or CORDOVA, argentina,
capital of a province of the same name. It
occupies a beautiful and well-sheltered site
in the valley of the Primero, at an elevation
of 1,200 feet. Among the notable buildings
are a cathedral, a government palace, a li-
brary and several hospitals. Here are located
a well-equipped national observatory and a
national Trniversity, founded in 1613. In
1934 it had nearly 2,800 students. The city
is an important commercial center, and it
exports quantities of hides, wool and live
stock. Among the manufactures are lime,
bricks and flour. Population, 1934, 280,000.

